
 

Dr. Zewdineh Beyene Haile is a renowned Ethiopian lawyer who holds double doctorate degrees: 
a Doctor of Juridical Science (JSD) degree from the University of California at Berkeley, Boalt 
Hall School of Law, and a PhD from the Moscow State Academy of Law.  He also holds a Master 
of Laws (LL.M) and Master of International and Area Studies (MIAS) from the University of 
California at Berkeley.  Trained in both the civil law and common law systems, Dr. Haile regularly 
lectures at law schools. As a practitioner licensed and based in Ethiopia, Dr. Haile is one of the 
most prominent High Court, Supreme Court and Court of Cassation litigators and has litigated 
numerous high-stake cases.  Dr. Haile has represented State agencies and State owned enterprises 
in many negotiations and international arbitration proceedings in Africa, Asia, and Europe.  He has 
also appeared as an expert witness in transnational litigation matters including before the London 
High Court. His areas of expertise include international arbitration and litigation, government 
relations, public contracts, construction law, corporate law, private equity and other forms of 
investments.  He has served as lead counsel representing African Governments in a number of 
international arbitration cases in such areas as transportation, construction, oil and gas, mining, 
maritime, trade and investment.  Dr. Haile serves on the boards of educational institutions including 
universities, non-profit organizations, and corporations. He was also a member of Global Counsel 
on the Rule of Law of the World Economic Forum.  

Of Dr. Haile’s major professional accomplishments, here are a few to mention: he helped Ethiopia 
to win a 1.4 billion US Dollars arbitration claim initiated against it by a Hong-Kong based oil and 
gas company. He also helped Ethiopia to win a water construction and railway construction 
disputes, whose arbitral proceedings took place in the Hague, the Netherlands. In relation to this, 
he recently won a 20 Million Euro case in favor of the Governments of Ethiopia and the Republic 
of Djibouti against an Italian Railway Joint Venture Company brought before the Ethiopian Federal 
Supreme Court Cassation Division. His Washington-DC based law firm has been retained by the 
Ethiopian Government to represent Ethiopia   in a new international arbitration case where Ethiopia 
is sued by a foreign company (based on an investment treaty) to pay a damage of nearly 200 Million 
US Dollars.  

Dr. Haile is the co-founder and principal of Addis Law Group LLP in Washington D.C., the 
Principal of Dr. Zewdineh Beyene Haile Law Office (ZEELAW) in Addis Ababa, and the co-
founder of Emahizee Global Consulting. He has been serving as a board member of Debre Berhan 
University.  

 


